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LEVINAS SEMINAR
There is an intricate relationship between philosophy and psychology.  Psychology, as a
distinct discipline, has its origins during the heyday of modern philosophy.  For this
reason, a number of the foundational themes and concepts in psychology retain some
of the assumptions of modern philosophy.  Rigorous attention to developments in
philosophy can provide psychologists with fresh insight to the human existential
situations so critical for psychotherapy.  The philosopher Emmanuel Levinas provides a
recent and strident critique of the history of philosophy.  Levinas suggests that
philosophy has failed to adequately address the question of the other person.  A
phenomenologist by training, Levinas believes that the encounter with the other person
has been overlaid with a deeply rooted egocentrism that leads to totalization and
violence.  This means, for Levinas, that morality has been subsumed into egoism, and
that philosophy has failed to address the all-important question of the one who is not
me.This course will utilize the work of Levinas to contextualize the critical question of the
other, with particular attention to the appearance of psychology in the trajectory of
western thought about otherness.  The course will take a chronological approach to the
writings of Levinas, beginning with his earlier works and working toward his later ones. 
Students will notice a profound escalation in Levinas’s corpus, as he develops more and
more strident ways to articulate his emphasis on the responsibility of the self to the
other.  The course will use some of the benchmark themes in Levinas’s work to reflect on
the implications these ideas might have on the study of psychology and especially the
practice of psychotherapy.

ONLINE 
Monthly October-June 2021-22

Synchronous learning model
Live  sessions w/ instructor
Lecture/discussion based
1st Weds  7-8:30pm EST
Interactive cohort learning 
Enrollment 6-18 participants

Asynchronous learning model
Recorded lectures 
Reading guides 
Flexible home-study

INSTRUCTOR
Eric Severson, Ph.D., is a
philosopher specializing
in the work of
Emmanuel Levinas.  He
is the author of Before
Ethics (Kendall Hunt,
2020), Levinas's
Philosophy of
Time (Duquesne
University Press,
2013), Scandalous
Obligation (Beacon Hill
Press, 2011), and editor of
eight other books on
philosophy, psychology,
ethics, theology and the
philosophy of religion. He
lives in Kenmore,
Washington and
teaches philosophy at
Seattle University. 

15 CEU CREDITS
The Institute for Existential-Psychoanalytic
Therapy is an approved provider of continuing
education for licensed social workers, licensed
mental health counselors, and psychologists.

Course Tuition including CE's:
Live/Synchronous $600
Asynchronous $450

For more information please send inquiry to:
Robin Chalfin @ chalfinr@me.com 


